
' A N I N D U S T R I A L A N D A G R I C U L T U R A L S C H O O L F O R W H I T E B O Y S ' 

Yadkin Valley, Caldwell County, North Carolina 

Located on property bequeathed by th Hon. S. L . Patterson, the late Commissioner of Agriculture 
of the State of K o n h Carolina, and his wife Mary S, Patterson 

Wai t ing to enter tlie Patlerson School. H e is old enough now. It costs $60, W i l l 
you pay his way ? 

N O V E M B E R , 1909. 

The Opening T h e first t e r m of t h e first y e a r 
of School, of t h e P a t t e r s o n S c h o o l o p e n e d 

a u s p i c i o u s l y W e d n e s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 291 h , 
1909. T h e o p e n i n g e x e r c i s e s w e r e b r i e f a n d 
w e m a d e no e f fort t o have t h e m i n a n y w a y 
p r e t e n t i o u s . N e x t y e a r , d i g n i f i e d b y age , 
a n d j u s t i f i e d b y r e p u t a t i o n , w e m a y w i t h 
p r o p r i e t y m a k e m u c h of t h e o p e n i n g d a y , 
b u t on t h i s o c c a s i o n we d i d not . 

T h e b o a r d i n g p u p i l s h a d been c o m i n g i n 
f o r s e v e r a l d a y s j i r e c e d i n g W e d n e s d a y , a n d 
w e r e up b r i g h t a n d e a r l y on t h e g r e a t d a y . 
T h e dny p u p i l s b e g a n to a r r i v e a b o u t e i g h t 
o ' c l o c k on W e d n e s d a y , a n d at 9:30 w e g a t h 
e r e d i n the A s s e m b l y r o o m f o r the s i m p l e 
o p e n i n g e x e r c i s e s . A h y m n w a s s u n g , t h e 

A p o s t l e s ' c r e e d w a s s a i d , p r a y e r s w e r e offer
ed a n d b r i e f a d d r e s s e s w e r e m a d e b y t h e 
R e v . W . H . H a r d i n , of G a s t o n i a , N . C , a n d 
b y t h e H e a d m a s t e r . T h e a b s e n c e of t h e R t . 
R e v J u n i u s M . H o r n e r , D . D . , B i s h o p of t h e 
D i s t r i c t of A s h e v i l l e , w a s d e e p l y r e g r e t e d . 

A f t e r t h ? o p e n i n g e x e r c i s e s t h e b o y s w e r e 
e x a m i n e d f o r p u r p o s e s of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n a n d 
g r a d i n g . 

T w o of t h e b o a r d i n g p u p i l s d i d n o t c o m e , 
and a t h i r d w a s u n a b l e to c o m e on a c c o u n t 
of s i c k n e s s , so t h a t we o p e n e d s c h o o l w i t h 
t h i r t e e n b o a r d i n g p u p i l s a n d n i n e d a y p u p i l s 
f r o m t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d , a t o t a l of t w e n t y - t w o . 
W e a r e e x p e c t i n g t h r e e m o r e b o a r d i n g p u 
p i l s a n d t w o m o r e d a y p u p i l s i n t h e n e a r 
f u t u r e , w h i c h w i l l g i ve us a t o t a l o f t w e n t y -
s i x . 


